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Overview


California Roll: Asian Immigration in America
The goal for this unit is to broaden the understanding on the topic of Asian immigration to include the variety of cultural backgrounds and life experiences within the Asian immigrant communities.  The focal text will be An Na’s A Step From Heaven. 

Other resources will include:

The Joy Luck Club. Dir. Wayne Wang. DVD. Buena Vista, 1993.  

Mura, David. Turning Japanese: Memoirs of a Sansei. New York: Doubleday, 1991.  

Namioka, Lensey. Mismatch. New York: Delacorte P, 2006.  

Otsuka, Julie. When the Emperor Was Divine. New York: Knopf, 2002.  

I have selected these texts to allow the students to ask themselves “how much is my identity influenced by my upbringing and the culture of my parents versus the culture that I am trying to fit within?”  I will be working with that question in a roundabout way by showing the students several examples of immigrants who are dealing with that very issue in different ways.  I want to show the students that not all Asian immigrants have the same or even very similar stories.  I have included Korean, Chinese, and Japanese perspectives for my primary and secondary resources, with the possibility for research into Vietnamese, Hmong, or other ethnic/political groups.  I want my students to see the similarities and differences not only within the Asian community as a whole, but with their own lives and their identities as members of their own family.

Teaching Idea 1:  Research Immigration Facts

This lesson will involve flushing out the personal stereotypes and the media portrayals of Asians in America.  A quick brainstorm will generate a list of these preconceptions, and then the students will research the reality of the immigrant issue.  This research will then be presented, and a new list of impressions will be compared to the old.  This is configured as a pre-reading exercise in order to avoid reinforcing some of the negative stereotypes represented in A Step From Heaven, such as abusive and controlling males/submissive females and alcohol abuse.  

Teaching Idea 2:  Film Clips


This is a lesson that I will bring out when I feel the energy level of the class beginning to drop off, somewhere around the middle of the book.  I will use the film Joy Luck Club to bring up a discussion of cultural customs, family relations within the immigrant communities, and the blending of the main characters Chinese identity with an emergent American identity.  This film addresses some similar issues as Step, and I will try to draw attention to the similarities and differences of the Chinese and Korean families and situations, as represented by the film and novel.

Teaching Idea 3:  Time-Line


A Step From Heaven can be confusing at times because of the ambiguity over Young Ju’s age and maturity throughout the novel.  This is a more language-based lesson; where we will work in groups to try and see what tools and tricks An Na is using to show us how old Young Ju is at different points throughout the novel.  We will talk about why she may have chosen to write the novel in this way, and how her choice affects us as readers.  This is also another way to view the main characters internal state, as her language and emotions tell us how well she is dealing with her complicated life as well as how old she might be.  This project involves more logistical/analytical skills, as well as having a great deal of interest to those who enjoy writing.  
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