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Professional Statement



Becoming a high school teacher was not my first career choice.  While I had considered teaching as an option, my passion to teach was ultimately sparked by an essay project for a class here at the University that involved interviewing a teacher.  My interview topic concerned “at-risk” students.  This simple project quickly grew beyond the original scope, and I interviewed a school guidance counselor and an assistant principle before the week was over.  I left these interviews feeling vaguely crestfallen.  With three interviews’ worth of notes filling my notebook and an unidentified feeling of disappointment filling my heart, I sat down to rough out an essay and ended up with an epiphany: I realized that not one of these three educators had once mentioned the word “learning,” or even addressed anything fundamentally related to it.  They were busy professionals, and learning was not their primary focus.

The first teacher that I interviewed was also the Academic Decathlon coach and director for the Talented and Gifted program.  His duties included teaching a pair of AP courses and counseling the TAG students, as well as sponsoring the Academic Decathlon team (often staying at the school well after the work day was over.)  He arranged for me to talk to a school counselor who dealt directly with the at-risk population.  This second counselor was very concerned with finding loop-holes in the graduating requirements to make sure her students graduated on time, even if it compromised or skipped over some of their required education; she had a whole bag full of tricks that she was quite proud of.  Clearly she cared deeply for her students and fought for them, but her busy schedule was broken into ten or fifteen minute meetings—hardly enough to assess academic progress accurately.  She in turn suggested that I talk with an administrator, who proceeded to present a stunning array of charts and strategy which dealt with raising the standardized test scores in the school—while completely ignoring my questions.  It was clear that he had a very specific focus that made it difficult for him to deal with the issues of actual classroom instruction.  So who was looking out to see if the students actually learned anything?  Who indeed: this question became the focus of my career and further study.

I never wrote the essay about at-risk students; it became an analysis of why these particular educators didn’t talk about learning.  The duties of these three educators were so demanding that they had little time for ruminating about pedagogy.  I now believe that to be an effective educator I must maintain a clear focus on student learning itself, because that alone is the domain of the classroom instructor.  This simple but powerful belief is what drives my educational outlook: it is my purpose to ensure that my students learn as much as possible while I have any influence over them.  The administration and counselors have their own concerns; they leave the teaching to the teachers.

To this end, I have developed a teaching philosophy that is built upon sound pedagogical principles, with a focus on the students and their progress.  I have a well-developed sense of empathy, and an enthusiasm to hone my craft to perfection.  This student-centered philosophy ensures that learning is the goal of all lessons, and my strong sense of ideals will keep me focused on my purpose.  To see my classroom from the perspective of the student is the most challenging and rewarding endeavor that I face as a teacher, and my self-reflective nature keeps me on-task.  This empathic response to students also nurtures reciprocal respect, which forms the core of my classroom management style.  The students can see that I care about their learning, and they treat me as an ally in response.  

I have always enjoyed learning a great deal, and I want nothing more than to give my students a glimpse of that joy; modeling my love of learning engages students.  Encouraging a drive to learn independently is my highest purpose, and I take it very seriously.  It has been a long journey to get to this point, but the course has only strengthened my convictions.
