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I feel that I have earned an A in this class.  I believe that I have strived to learn and understand the material, and then made successful connections to application within a high school classroom.  I have done the readings and incorporated the research into my classroom discussion and assignments.  I have demonstrated a professional level of engagement, had a nearly perfect attendance record, and was prepared for class when there were assignments due.  I feel that I have learned a great deal about language development and the different forms and uses of language in the classroom.  I have also learned a lot about teacher research, and about reflecting on your own effectiveness as a teacher by listening to audio recordings of your actual classes.  I believe that I’ve made effective use of my time in this class, and that I’ve contributed both in small-group work and in class discussions.
I have been exposed to a wealth of research on the topic of language development that has changed my opinion on the teaching of grammar and the effectiveness of whole-language methods.  I was very interested in the literature concerning the relationship between acquired oral and written language (I was shocked to think of them as being about the same) and this has made me question some of my own beliefs about what we do in the English classroom.  Between this class and Bonnie Sunstein’s “Approaches to Teaching Writing,” I have modified my stance on teaching formal grammar and how I will grade papers.  I now intend to focus more on content, clarity, and creativity; before I think that I would have graded papers based primarily on mechanics and formal grammar and I wouldn’t have noticed some of the more organic aspects of written language.  I have also been influenced on the issue of dialects and alternative forms of literacy.  Because of the video series early in the semester, as well as the professional literature that I read (Literacy and Advocacy… Crip 4 Life,) I now value neglected forms of literacy much more than I used to.  I am still debating how much of this alternative literacy I would include in my classroom, but I am far more open-minded about it then I was at the beginning of the semester.
